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THE MLA CONTINUES TO CHALLENGE NMFS WHALE PROPOSAL
On August 30, 2019, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association sent an extensive letter to
NOAA Chief Chris Oliver withdrawing support for the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) 60% risk reduction target and the assignment of responsibility
for reducing entanglement risk to right whales solely to the lobster fishery. The
action was the result of the MLA’s analysis of right whale entanglements, serious
injuries and mortalities which revealed that NMFS data contained errors that significantly impacted our understanding of the human causes of serious injury and
mortality. Mr. Oliver responded to the MLA on October 2 via a detailed letter. In
mid-October, the MLA issued a statement in response to the NMFS’s letter.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association welcomes the constructive response received from NOAA Fisheries (the Agency) to concerns raised in our August 30
letter to Assistant Administrator Chris Oliver. MLA is pleased that NOAA has
taken our concerns seriously and is committed to further review of several elements of the analysis. The MLA agrees with Mr. Oliver that all stakeholders
must come together to help reverse the decline of the right whale population,
with the Agency as the nexus to ensure this happens. 1
MLA remains committed to the Take Reduction Team (TRT) process and a
management response from the Maine fishery even though we were forced to
withdraw from a risk allocation agreement reached at the April 2019 TRT meeting. 2 MLA’s goal has been and will continue to be a right whale recovery plan
built on the best available science that effectively addresses all known risks to
right whales from U.S. commercial fisheries and all other human causes.
Going forward, MLA will continue to insist on a science-based process informed by best available data to ensure rigorous accountability for risk to endangered whales from across the spectrum of human interactions with them. 3

The MLA remains determined to protect Maine lobstermen from unfair
federal whale regulations. MLMC photo.

In particular, MLA expects to pursue the following critical points that emerged
from its analysis of NOAA Fisheries data about known causes of harm to whales.
Continued on page 9
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In a letter to Maine’s commercial lobstermen, DMR Commissioner
Patrick Keliher said, “We have developed a plan which avoids those
negative impacts [ from the Take Reduction Team meeting agreement] and reduces risk where it occurs…. This draft plan will not
make everyone happy, but it is substantially different from what
was discussed in June [at meetings with lobstermen]. It provides legitimate protection to right whales in compliance with federal laws
and, I believe, is an approach that can work for much of the industry.”
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

By MLA staff
In October the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) concluded
its assessment of the risk that Maine lobstermen present to North
Atlantic right whales and released the state’s plan to reduce that risk.
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DMR is holding three meetings in early November to present the plan
in more detail and solicit feedback from the industry on the plan.
DMR will continue to accept feedback from the industry until the
plan is submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
in mid-November. Commissioner Keliher has noted that DMR’s draft
plan will also request that zones have the flexibility to modify measures based on the needs of each region. This will mean more work
will certainly happen within the zones if DMR is granted this type of
conservation equivalency.
“The DMR plan is certainly an improvement from what we saw in
June,” stated MLA executive director Patrice McCarron. “MLA is
pleased that DMR has moved away from trap reductions, 40-trap
trawls and trawling up for lobster gear fished in Maine’s exempt wa
Continued on page 4
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

The big topic in Maine’s lobstering world this month is
the plan released in October by the Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) to address the risk that Maine lobstermen present to the endangered North Atlantic right whale.
Due to a changed marine environment, an unprecedented
number of deaths in Canadian waters, and a drop in the
number of young, the population of right whales has declined sharply in recent years, leading to a decision in May
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to reduce dramatically the number of vertical lines in the New
England region.
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In response, Governor Janet Mills in July called on DMR to
conduct its own analysis and devise an alternative to the
federal plan. “There is a disturbing lack of evidence connecting the Maine lobster industry to recent right whale
deaths,” Mills wrote in a letter to commercial lobstermen.
“The Maine lobster fishery is
not the primary problem for
right whales.”
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aquaculture series.
The New England Fishery Management Council is pursuing new spawning protections for Atlantic herring in offshore waters, as we note in this month’s issue. The Council
is considering instituting spawning closures in areas on or
near Georges Bank in the fall in order to bolster the population of this crucial species.
We also hear this month from Noah Oppenheim, director
of Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.
Oppenheim writes about the commonalities facing fishermen on both coasts in the face of new land-based aquaculture proposals. He notes the need for rigorous scrutiny of
the impacts such projects might have on wild fisheries in
both regions.
Landings continues its profiles of longstanding MLA
business members with a feature on Bessy Bait of New
Hampshire. Started by Chuck
Baker and his son Scooter in
2007, Bessy Bait produces environmentally safe all-natural lobster bait. The two men
built their company the oldfashioned way, by face-to-face
conversations with lobstermen throughout New England.
Their approach appears to have
worked. “The guys that do use it
swear by it,” Scooter Baker said.

In
August,
the
Maine
Lobstermen’s
Association
(MLA) sent a letter to the head
of NMFS pointing out flaws in
the agency’s analysis and its
proposed rules to protect the
whales. “NMFS’s own data show
that the lobster fishery is the
least significant cause of right
whale serious injury or mortalThis month Landings “To Your
ity, while ship strikes, gillnets
The lobstering season is winding its way to a
Health” article looks at the
and the Canadian snow crab
close. MLA photo.
causes of stroke and its warnfishery pose much greater risks.
ing signs. Stroke is a painfully
The MLA cannot responsibly recommend its members
common
affl
iction
in
America.
More than 140,000 people
act alone to undertake changes in fishing practices when
die
in
the
U.S.
from
stroke
each
year, making it the fifthwhales continue to be killed by ships or entangled in other
most-common
form
of
death.
Nearly
800,00 others remain
fishing gears which are not included in the current rulemaking,” said Patrice McCarron, executive director of the debilitated by a stroke each year. There are steps even those
who have a family history of strokes can take to prevent its
MLA.
occurrence. And everyone should be aware of the warning
The DMR plan calls for lobster gear fished in non-exempt signs of stroke in order to ensure the fastest treatment poswaters to trawl up, which means attaching more traps per sible.
buoy, based on distance from the shore. All lobster gear,
including gear in exempt waters, will be required to have Finally, Landings features a profile of Maine native Abe
weak links inserted in the buoy line that will allow a line Goodale. Goodale wandered the world before returning to
to break at 1,700 pounds of pressure; and to mark all rope the state to pursue his calling as an artist. Drawn to the “grit
fished in Maine waters with a unique color to distinguish and dedication” of the Maine lobster fishery, he spent time
Maine lobster gear from all others. In addition, all commer- on boats along the coast to learn more about the day-to-day
cial lobstermen will be required to submit monthly reports life of lobstermen. He chose to make his paintings with waon their harvests. The DMR will be meeting with lobster- tercolors and salt in homage to the ocean, giving the imagmen throughout the state in early November to listen to es a compelling depth. As Goodale put it, “In a hundred or
their thoughts about the plan prior to submitting the plan two hundred years from now, I want these paintings to be a
lasting representation of an era. I admire the older ways of
to NMFS in mid-November.
working, without the reliance on technology.”
Other things are happening along the Maine coast this
month that do not involve right whales. The state’s aq- We hope you enjoy this month’s Landings and look forward
uaculture industry continues to expand, and part of this to your suggestions for future issues.
growth comes from raising more exotic species, such as
tropical fish and eels, as noted in the final article in our
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GUEST COLUMN: East, West Coast aquaculture plans require similar scrutiny
By Noah Oppenheim

Around a month ago news broke that Canada’s Liberal Party was formally adopting a policy to transition British Columbia’s net pen finfish aquaculture programs
to shoreside production facilities as a part of its election platform. With Canada’s
recent elections keeping the Liberals in power for another cycle, one can assume
that this policy will be implemented. Approaches to finfish production in the
United States has historically flowed southward from Canada, and with the
Canadian West Coast’s shift towards ‘recirculating aquaculture systems’ (RAS),
this same pattern may evolve in shoreside systems on the home front.
As a Landings reader you are probably familiar with Nordic Aquafarms, the
Norway-based shoreside aquaculture company that is developing a land-based
Atlantic salmon production facility in Belfast. You may be less familiar with the
Belfast fish farm’s West Coast twin, a similarly sized shoreside facility proposed
for construction on the Samoa Peninsula near Eureka in northern California.

Our organization has long argued that finfish
aquaculture must be held to the same high
environmental standards as commercial fisheries.
A Nordic Aquafarms’ subsidiary called California Marine Investments recently secured a 3-year lease from the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and
Conservation District with the option of a 30- or 50-year extension. Similar
to the Belfast facility, the Samoa facility would use a mixture of saltwater and
municipally supplied freshwater to produce around 30,000 tons of product per
year and discharge around 7.7 million gallons of effluent into the ocean. It is
unclear what species the Samoa facility will grow; options include non-native
Atlantic salmon or native steelhead trout, among others.
Nordic plans to use its preliminary lease period to remediate the site ( formerly a pulp mill) where it intends to build and begin the arduous California
water quality and coastal zone management permitting processes. These permits will be far more difficult to secure than their Maine equivalents because
of California’s far more comprehensive and strict water quality standards, and
it’s unlikely that the full California permitting process can be completed in just
three years.

Efforts to develop RAS in the U.S. are part of broader policy discussions on
aquaculture that have been quietly evolving in Washington, DC, as well as
California’s capitol Sacramento. I believe it’s worthwhile for both California
and Maine fishermen to contemplate these dynamics. The Washington discussion drives the approaches that states choose or are forced to take, and it certainly drives the flow of programmatic funding and grants to development.
The current legislative push for aquaculture permitting at the federal level is
being led by a collection of aquaculture and animal feed industry members, primarily Midwestern corporate soybean growers. The animal feed industry has
been the major proponent of the efforts to permit net pen finfish aquaculture
leases in federal waters, but legislative and policy efforts in Congress and at
NOAA would certainly steer additional federal resources towards shoreside development as well. California fishermen have been engaging on this issue, insisting in particular that there’s an airtight requirement for consistency with state
laws and regulations in any federal net pen permitting programs. This would
benefit all states that have a stake in supporting their wild capture fisheries.
Continued on page 18
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It has been interesting to watch from afar as the
conversation about the Belfast facility has proceeded. Last year the Maine project was perhaps
Noah Oppenheim is
a year ahead of California’s. That gap may widen
the executive direcas the greater inherent complexities of site remetor of the Pacific Coast
diation, seismic engineering, decisions on what
Federation of Fishermen’s
species to produce, and water quality permits in
Associations.
California are dealt with. And by the time these
decisions are made, and Nordic comes up for
air with a final project configuration, the state and federal aquaculture policy
landscape may have shifted significantly.
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Eureka is home to the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association (HFMA),

one of the members of our Federation. Neither
HFMA nor PCFFA has taken a formal position
on Nordic’s proposed California facility, but we
will monitor its progress closely and participate
in the public aspects of the various permitting
processes to ensure that the project minimizes
and, if necessary, mitigates impacts to fisheries.
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ters because right whales are extremely rare in this area. The MLA is reviewing
the plan to understand the level of risk that it addresses, and we are getting
feedback from our board and members on the operational, safety and economic feasibility of DMR’s proposal for various sectors of the fleet.”
“Governor Mills, along with all members of the Congressional delegation, have
been very active on all fronts and I appreciate their support. I believe this plan
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The draft plan includes the following measures:
Status quo for trawling up in exempt waters (Shore to Exemption Line) —
Data and industry observations make it clear – large whales rarely occur inside
many of Maine’s bays, harbors or inlets.
•

complies with requirements under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and,
most importantly, the Endangered Species Act (ESA),” DMR Commissioner
Patrick Keliher said in a press release. “The ESA not only considers the history
of entanglements but also the future risk of vertical lines. I believe Maine’s plan
addresses the requirements of the ESA and recognizes the true risk in Maine waters, while avoiding further management actions if there is a jeopardy finding.”
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& bottom of line)
&
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Reporting
100% monthly harvester reporting

100% monthly harvester reporting &
Vessel tracking on federally
permitted vessels

Add’l green mark

Weak points in vertical lines — Studies have shown that right whales can break
free of line at or under 1,700 pounds of pressure.
•

Inside three miles - one weak point integrated into each vertical line

•

Outside three miles - two weak points, one in the middle of the line, and
one ¼ way down from the buoy.

No trawling up requirement will be included in exempt waters.

Trawling up requirements that will protect whales and fishermen — Reducing
the number of vertical lines in the water reduces the risk of entanglement occurring
in Maine waters.

Gear Marking

Maine-only gear marking — Location-specific marks will provide more targeted data for researchers trying to determine the origin of gear involved in an entanglement. It will also allow researchers to differentiate gear found on entangled
whales from Maine gear.

•

From the exemption line to three miles - a minimum of three traps per trawl

•

From three to six miles from shore - a minimum of eight traps per trawl
with two endlines, or 4 traps per trawl with one endline

•

Both state and federally permitted Maine vessels - red marks on vertical
lines will be replaced by Maine-specific purple marks

•

From six miles to 12 miles from shore - a minimum of 16 traps per trawl

•

A 36-inch purple mark in the top two fathom of the line

•

Twelve miles to the boundary of Lobster Management Area 1 - a minimum
of 24 traps per trawl

•

Outside exempt waters, harvesters will be required to add an additional
green mark to vertical lines.

•

The department is willing to have conversations, by zone, about trap maximums.

100% harvester reporting — Better data will help regulators develop targeted,
effective regulations in the future.
•

100% of licensed Maine lobster harvesters will be required to provide
monthly reports, which will include information on fishing location and
effort. The time of the implementation of this will depend on funding from
other sources.

Vessel monitoring — Currently only those federally permitted lobster harvesters who
also hold a federal permit for other species are required to use a vessel monitoring system.
•

Vessel tracking will be placed on all federally permitted lobster vessels.

No trap reductions or closures — DMR’s proposal includes no closures or reductions in traps.

DMR meetings with lobstermen on whale plan
Monday, November 4, at 5 p.m., The Grand theater, Ellsworth.
Tuesday, November 5, at 5 p.m., Medomak Middle School Gym,
Waldoboro.
Wednesday, November 6, at 5 p.m., South Portland High School
Auditorium, South Portland.
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INNOVATION PART OF MAINE AQUACULTURE GROWTH
By Melissa Waterman
When you think about Maine aquaculture, you probably think about salmon,
shellfish or seaweed. Interest in these species certainly continues to grow, but
that’s not the whole story. Among Maine aquaculturists there are a few innovators, individuals who are approaching things just a little differently.
At the University of Maine’s Center for Cooperative Aquaculture Research in
Franklin, director Steve Eddy oversees a medley of projects. The Center was
founded in 1999 by the University of Maine as an aquaculture research and
development facility to address industry needs at industry scale. The Center
sits on 22 acres on Taunton Bay and comprises over 100,000 square feet of
aquaculture research and development facilities housed in a variety of buildings. The Center includes the Maine Aquaculture Technology Lab, featuring
two 365,000-gallon tanks that are available to house fledgling projects. “We’ve
worked on cultivation of sea urchins, polychaete worms, halibut, and now a
lumpfish program [a fish that cleans sea lice from salmon in pens]. People have
crazy schemes and we give them a platform and help any way we can,” he said.
“We help with finding funding and to carry out projects in response to industry
needs.”

Sea & Reef Aquaculture benefitted from the popularity of the movie
“Finding Nemo,” which featured a tropical clownfish. Photo courtesy of
Sea & Reef Aquaculture.
such unique varieties as Maine Blizzard Clownfish, Maine Mocha Clownfish,
Phantom Clownfish, DaVinci Clownfish and Black DaVinci Clownfish. Hansen’s
was also the first aquaculture company to successfully grow a much-soughtafter tropical fish, the Lightning Maroon Clownfish, on a commercial scale.
Lightning Maroon Clownfish have a retail price of between $200 and $300 per
fish.
A new species is now under cultivation at the Center, the California yellowtail amberjack (Seriola lalandi). “The Japanese have been fattening juveniles
caught in the wild for years. They are used for sushi,” director Eddy explained.
Hatchery technology to grow juveniles from eggs was developed a decade or
more ago but ensuring the young had the diet they required proved challenging. “We can produce the juveniles here. But they have an extended period of
needing live feed so we must provide rotifers and then plankton for them. It’s a
long time before they go to processed feed,” he said.
Eddy has been at the Center since 2000 and has seen aquaculture ventures
come and go. Commercialization of farm-raised halibut and cod, once hailed
as promising species, fizzled. The 2008 recession brought a sharp drop in new
projects. “But in the last five years there’s been lots of interest, lots of enthusiasm,” he said. Eddy remains optimistic. “The sector is growing and definitely
there’s innovation in species and technology,” he said.

Sara Rademaker’s company, American Unagi, plans to break ground in
2020 on a new facility in Waldoboro. Photo courtesy of American Unagi.
Among the companies housed at the Center is American Unagi. Started by
Sara Rademaker, American Unagi (unagi is the Japanese word for eel) grows
Maine elvers, also called glass eels, to commercial size. Several years ago, while
working at the Herring Gut Learning Center in Port Clyde, Rademaker began
pondering the question of why elvers were always shipped out of state to China
and other countries to be raised to market size. If someone could figure out
how to do the same thing in Maine, she thought, the value of the eels would
remain in the state.

NEED A LENDER

In 2014, she applied for and got a permit from the Department of Marine
Resources to purchase 100 elvers. She put the tiny eels in a tank in her
Thomaston basement and proceeded to tinker. Eels have been grown to maturity for decades in Europe and Asia, so Rademaker had some research to draw
on. The key to the enterprise was developing the right food for the small creatures.

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

She then took her eels to the University of Maine’s Darling Marine Center
Aquaculture Business Incubator in order to scale up to a commercial business.
By 2018 Rademaker was ready to move her company to the facility in Franklin
to begin the two-year process of growing 60,000 elvers to market size. Next year
she will open a 27,000-square-foot facility in Waldoboro, where she and her increasing number of employees will continue to expand their product capacity.

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit

The University of Maine also figured largely in the growth of Sea & Reef
Aquaculture, a company that raises tropical fish for aquarium enthusiasts.
Soren Hansen started the company with a partner, Chad Callan, when both
were graduate students at the University. In 2003, the two set up shop at the
Aquaculture Research Center in Orono. By 2010, Callan had left the company
to grow tropical fish in a milder climate, Hawaii. Hansen then moved the company to the Center in Franklin.
Sea & Reef Aquaculture came into existence at a good time. Interest in tropical
fish jumped dramatically after the success of Disney’s movie “Finding Nemo”
in 2004, particularly interest in tomato clownfish. Hansen started breeding
clownfish for specific variations in color. The company developed and grew

to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.
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THE MLA URGES DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES TO
SIMPLIFY PROPOSED GEAR MARKING
The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) published a proposed rule in
mid-September to implement a unique and expanded gear marking program for
Maine beginning in April 2020. The rule proposes to require all vertical lines be
marked including gear fished in Maine’s exempt waters, changing Maine’s required
red gear marks to purple, adding a 36” purple mark in the top two fathom of the
line and requiring a second 6” green mark in the top two fathom of the buoy line
for gear fished in Maine’s exempt waters. DMR held a public hearing on October
2 and accepted written comments until October 14. The public hearing drew approximately 20 people, with six people, including the MLA, offering feedback. The
MLA also submitted the following written comments.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) strongly supports the Department
of Marine Resources’ (DMR) proposed rulemaking to require unique and expanded gear marking for Maine lobstermen, however, we offer constructive
feedback to simplify the requirements. The MLA has had representation on the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) since it was formed in 1997,
and we have proactively represented our members on whale rules since then.
The MLA strongly supports unique gear marking by Maine lobstermen, as well
as requiring marking of gear fished in Maine’s exempt waters. This approach is
strongly aligned with MLA’s position on the pending federal whale rules that
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has been too aggressive in setting a risk reduction target for Maine. Implementing an improved gear marking program for Maine lobster gear will go a long way in helping Maine to make
our case that right whale interactions in Maine gear are rare.
Distinguishing Maine lobster gear from lobster gear fished in other states is
extremely important in helping us to understand and address the risk our fi shery poses to right whales. … Under the current gear marking program, Maine
lobster gear shares the same gear marking as gear fished in Massachusetts and
New Hampshire waters. Nearly half the right whale population feeds in Cape
Cod Bay in the winter and a new habitat off Nantucket is regularly sighted with
large numbers of feeding whales. Whales are rare along the coast of Maine, and
it is important to our members that the state implement a Maine-specific gear
marking program.
As part of this effort, Maine must require marking for gear fished in the state’s
exempt waters. This will allow us to rule out this gear as a potential source of the
75% of entanglements that cannot be traced to a fishery and are categorized as
unknown gear. In the absence of any gear marking in these waters, Maine will

continue to be implicated as a potential source of these entanglements.
The MLA has received much feedback from our members on the DMR’s proposed gear marking rules. Our members stressed that the state should strive
to keep the gear marking regulations as simple as possible to minimize the
amount of labor and maintenance to mark gear and increase compliance.
The MLA offers the following specific comments on the proposal.
Unique color for Maine
•

MLA supports unique marking of vertical lines for Maine to distinguish
Maine gear from other fishing gear, and trap/pot gear fished from other
states and fishing areas.

•

MLA does not support keeping red; support purple or any other color that
is not currently being used for gear marking.

•

MLA supports maintaining three 12” marks located at the top, middle and
bottom of the vertical line.

•

In addition, the MLA supports requiring one 12” mark on each lengthener.

Marking gear in exempt waters
•

MLA will only support gear marking in exempt waters through state-rulemaking. MLA is strongly opposed to the implementation of any measures
– gear marking, trawling up, trap limits, etc. – in Maine’s exempt waters
through the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (TRP).

•

MLA supports distinguishing gear fished in Maine’s exempt waters from
gear fished in non-exempt waters only if exempt waters remain exempt
from the federal whale plan.

•

MLA supports keeping gear marking in Maine’s exempt waters as simple as
possible because these measures will impact the majority of Maine fishermen and gear.

•

MLA does not support requiring a second mark at the top of the line in
exempt waters. If gear fished in Maine’s exempt waters vs non-exempt gear
is to be distinguished through use of a second mark, the MLA would recommend the second mark instead be required at the top of the line in nonexempt waters. This will affect fewer people.

•

MLA recommends that the state consider the following gear marking requirement for Maine’s exempt waters:

Many thanks
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Wives
Bowdoin College
Penobscot Bay & River
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Port Lobster Co.

Cousins Maine Lobster
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•

Second mark for non-exempt waters

•

MLA supports requiring a second 6” mark to be added to the top
mark on the line for gear fished in Maine’s non-exempt waters

Requiring an extra tracer on gear fished in non-exempt waters will impact
fewer lobstermen and reduce the likelihood that gear with a tracer will be
shifted outside of the exemption line in error.

•

The extra gear mark should be easily removable, such as a wire tie. The mark
could be removed when gear is shifted from non-exempt to exempt waters.

•

The additional tracer should not be green or purple as these second marks
are already required for gear fished on Jeffrey’s Ledge and Jordan’s Basin.

Adding a 36” mark in the top 2F of the line
•

MLA opposes adding a 36” mark to the top 2F of the line. This mark is redundant with the existing top mark already required. MLA members are
also concerned that it will be difficult to maintain a 36” mark within the top
2F of the line because this section of line is often cut off and retied.

•

The MLA recommends that the DMR instead require the top 12” mark (of
the three required marks) to be placed in the top 2F of the line.

•

The MLA does not support use of this mark as a replacement for hauling
gear to check for compliance of the gear marking requirement.

•

If a 36” mark is required in the top of the buoy line, MLA’s support for its
inclusion is contingent upon the following:

Purseline Bait

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Maine Center for Coastal Riverdale Mills
Fisheries
South Bristol FisherCushing Diesel, LLC.
men’s Cooperative
Maine
Financial
Group
Downeast Boat Co.
Superior Marine Products
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Community Alliance
Inc.
Farrin’s Boatshop
Maine Port Authority
Tenants Harbor
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
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Maine Sea Grant
First National Bank
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Maine Salt Co.
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.
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Marine Hydraulic EngiGeorgetown Fishermen’s neering Co. Inc.
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Grundens
vival Training
Winter Harbor FisherGulf of Maine Lobster
Midcoast Marine Supply men’s Cooperative
Foundation
New England Marine & Worcesters Lobster Bait
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Industrial Inc.

require a 12” purple mark at the top of the line, and then a 12” mark
every 10 F for a maximum of three marks.

•
New England Propeller
Northeast Marine
Survey

•

•

It should be required in the top 3F of the line to allow for cutting and
retying of this section of line.

•

This mark must replace the 12” gear mark required at the top of the line.

•

Because this mark is required to inform the origin of entangling fishing gear, Maine must have assurance from NMFS that any gear found
on a whale without this mark would be determined as not originating
from Maine.

Implementation
Move to June 1 to give lobstermen more time to change over gear.
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Maine Lobstermen’s
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•••
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sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 460-2565
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
November 7, 5 p.m.,
Darby’s restaurant.

STEAMING AHEAD
Time certainly passes quickly. I’ve been working for the MLA
since 2000 and in some ways, the years have passed in the
blink of an eye. The MLA, on the other hand, has been here
since 1954, with a full 65 years of leading Maine’s lobster industry through so many contentious issues. Looking back,
I am confident that Maine’s lobster fishery would not be as
healthy as it is today if not for the MLA. The organization
has been steady and reliable in advocating for its members
on so many important matters, from price fixing back in the
early days to establishing Maine’s lobster conservation program through lobster gauge changes, V-notching and fighting against landing dragger-caught lobsters in Maine.
The MLA has been so steadfast and dependable that most
lobstermen now take us for granted. Lobstermen know
that MLA Board members and I will always show up to
major meetings, public hearings, and important sessions
of the Legislature whether they join the Association or not.
There are many who understand that the MLA’s mission is
to protect the lobster resource and the communities that
depend upon it. The MLA’s mission is larger than any individual lobsterman, harbor, zone or region of the coast.
The MLA’s job is to understand the range of our members’
concerns, weigh the costs and benefits to the fishery on
any given issue, and then to advocate for a solution that
is best for the industry as a whole. To do that we fight not
only for today’s members but also those of future generations. I learned early on that
the lobstermen who are the
heart and soul of this industry are grateful to their forefathers for handing them
a healthy fishery and feel
blessed for the opportunities this fishery has afforded
them. And they, too, want to
pay it forward.

ulations. The MLA understands this legal and regulatory
framework, which is why the Association is so effective in
advocating for our industry. As I’ve said before, saying “No”
may feel really good, but in the end it will not advance the
interests of our fishery.
The MLA does do a lot — and I am very proud of our work
— but we are not magicians. Based on our reputation and
work portfolio, people are surprised to learn that the MLA
has only two staff members. The MLCA has only one parttime staff member. Yet lobstermen expect that the MLA
will be there to weigh in on every issue and to get it right.
Fortunately, the MLA Board is the eyes and ears of the organization. They understand what matters to lobstermen
and are vigilant in ensuring that our members are properly represented. But with an ever-growing portfolio of important issues to cover, the MLA is spread thin. If we had
more members, the MLA would have more staff to cover
the range of issues our industry faces.
I personally can attest to the fact that representing the Maine
lobster fishery is a lot of work. Today there are more urgent
issues facing lobstermen than ever before. Former board
member Arnie Gamage reminded me a while back that in
the MLA’s early days, things were simpler. Lobstermen understood what it meant to throw back shorts and over-sized
lobsters or to V-notch our broodstock. They could wrap
their heads around these actions and agree that they were
important. By contrast, the
issues we face today are so
complicated and intimidating that many lobstermen
feel adrift, not knowing what
to think or do.

2019 certainly has been a
year that will not be soon
forgotten. Lobsters have
been slow, prices have been
Some lobstermen become
strong, and we seem to have
dodged the worst of the anfrustrated with the MLA beticipated bait crisis. And
cause they feel that the MLA
It’s been a rogue wave of a year in Maine’s lobster
then, of course, there is the
isn’t doing enough. I hear
fishery. Photo courtesy of Wikipedia.
whale issue. The MLA has
lobstermen complain, “What
is the MLA doing about X, Y or Z?” Pick an issue — aquacul- been vigorously challenging the federal government on its
ture, offshore wind development, effort reduction. They see proposed rules which place full responsibility for reducing
the MLA as not doing enough, which is usually code for not right whale entanglement risk on the lobster fishery.
doing what is best for that particular lobsterman.
Bar none, this has been the most challenging issue that
Others have gone so far as to make it their mission to
be “anti-MLA,” and, as a result, consistently blame the
Association for everything they don’t like about the fishery.
They typically view what is good for the lobster industry
as what is good for them personally and accuse the MLA
of not having their backs. Unfortunately, social media has
provided an unprecedented platform for this sort of bashing. On social media, personal opinions reign supreme,
and sadly, the facts are irrelevant. These critics should
know that MLA’s policy decisions are made by our board
— a diverse group of 21 commercial lobstermen representing all areas of the Maine coast — who are elected by their
peers. They are well-informed, attend monthly board meetings, serve on many boards and councils, and are present
at countless meetings — all on their own dime — because
they care about the future of the fishery.
Whether you love the MLA, hate the MLA, or just wish the
MLA would do better — there is one thing you all agree on.
Everyone sees the MLA as the leader on issues that matter
most to Maine lobstermen. Lobstermen understand that
the MLA is here and not fading away. What other organization is capable of sending weekly emails to its members,
working with the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
(MLCA) to get Landings to all Maine lobstermen every
month, and consistently and constructively showing up at
meetings that could affect Maine lobstermen’s abilities to
make a living?
Like it or not, lobstermen depend on a public resource for
their livelihoods and with that comes many laws and reg-

the MLA has ever faced. We have armed ourselves with the
data necessary to challenge the National Marine Fisheries
Service’s mandated risk reduction target of 60%, hired a
talented legal team, and continue to work closely with the
MLA Board and members to effectively articulate the safety, operational and economic challenges that the various
proposals will pose for our industry. There are no guarantees on the outcome, but I can assure you that the MLA is
listening and we are in this fight for the long haul.
The MLA’s 2020 membership drive is underway, along with
a request for donations to the MLA Legal Defense Fund.
In these unprecedented times, your support of the MLA is
more important than ever. If you are not yet an MLA member, I hope you will join us. If you are an MLA member, I hope
that you will continue to give the organization your support.
You count on the MLA for its strength and clarity of purpose. If you want to ensure that you and those who come
after you can continue the fishing traditions that are an integral part of Maine, then join the MLA, an organization
that is knowledgeable, professional, highly respected, honest, and accountable! Your support and input will help to
keep the MLA strong now and for years to come.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
The MLA Board met on October 2 in Hallowell. Patrice McCarron updated
the Board on several MLA business issues. Patrice has been named to the
Governor’s Climate Change Council to ensure that the concerns of the fishing industry are recognized as Maine moves forward with its Climate Plan.
Members of Maine’s Marine Living Resources Economy, a new effort to support
and diversify Maine’s marine economy, met for the first time in in September.
The MLA Board voted to join RODA (Responsible Offshore Development
Alliance) as a way prepare for new wind development proposals in the Gulf of
Maine.
Antonina Pelletier updated the Board on the Maine Lobstermen’s Community
Alliance Relief Program September fundraiser at Cook’s Lobster & Ale House.
The event was a tremendous success again. The auction raised over $3,000; final fundraising totals have not been tallied. The MLCA has applied for funding
to continue its Lobster Leadership program this winter. Landings has changed
its advertising policy to prohibit ads that support political positions or influence policy decisions.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative conducted a review of advertising agencies this fall. The MLMC voted to renew its contract with Webber
Shandwick. MLMC is seeking nominations to fill several board seats when current terms expire later this year.
Lobstermen continue to report slow landings for 2019 but a higher-than-average boat price. The slower pace of fishing, diversification of bait supply and
additional menhaden quota allocation for Maine seem to have averted a major
bait shortage so far this season.
The MLA continues to lead the lobster industry’s effort to push back on NMFS
proposals for new right whale protection measures. The MLA has been immersed on this issue on all fronts – with elected officials, Maine Department of
Marine Resources (DMR), NOAA Fisheries and the media. The MLA’s position
is that the developing whale rules unfairly target only the Northeast lobster
fishery, neglecting risk from all other U.S. commercial fisheries. The MLA is
concerned that the rules under-represent the role of Canadian fisheries in recent entanglements. The MLA will continue to elevate lobstermen’s concerns
through all available channels and is drafting a response to NOAA Chief Chris
Oliver’s letter in response to MLA’s August 30 letter in which the MLA withdrew
from the Take Reduction Team’s agreement to reduce risk to right whales by
60%.

one nautical mile; however, with the complex nature of the survey area it is
recommended to contact the ship on VHF 16 or by phone if necessary. The ship
will be visible on AIS. Survey contacts: VHF Channel 16, ship cell 603-812-8748.
MLA COMMENTS ON EPA TIER 4 ENGINE EMISSION
STANDARDS
The MLA submitted written comments to EPA in support of the agency’s proposal to extend the implementation time to implement the Tier 4 engine emission standard. The MLA comments state “The current Tier 4 marine diesel engine emission standard is a mismatch for the Maine lobster fleet. In the short
term, the MLA supports the EPA’s proposal to phase in the implementation of
the Tier 4 standards through 2024 for vessels with non-metal hulls up to 50 feet
in length. This will allow Maine’s boat builders and marine engine manufacturers the necessary time to seek out potential workable solutions to meet the Tier
4 requirements. However, the MLA is not optimistic that affordable, operationally feasible solutions will be available given the lack of progress to date or warranted given the low level of emissions from this marine engine sector.”
EPA PROPOSAL TO SITE A NEW OCEAN DISPOSAL AREA
The EPA held a public hearing on October 9 in Kittery to solicit stakeholder feedback on a proposal to designate an area north of the Isles of Shoals as an “Ocean
Dredged Material Disposal Site.” EPA reports that 20 stakeholders attended the
public hearing, including ten area fishermen who shared their concerns regarding the designation of this site. The proposed Isles of Shoals Disposal Site North
is located approximately 10.8 nautical miles east of Portsmouth, NH. This potential disposal site is currently defined as a 8,500-foot (2590-meter) diameter
circle on the seafloor with its center located at 70° 26.995’ W and 43° 1.142’ N.
Water depths vary from 255 feet to 340 feet and gradually slope from approximately 295 feet on the western boundary to 328 feet in the southeastern portion
of the site. The area is generally flat soft bottom.
Federal law requires that any ocean disposal of dredged material should occur
at EPA-designated sites to the maximum extent feasible. Currently, there are no
EPA-designated dredged material disposal sites off the coast of southern Maine,
New Hampshire, and northern Massachusetts. There is one U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers-selected site in this area, the Cape Arundel Disposal Site, but it

The DMR has proposed new gear marking requirements for Maine lobstermen,
to begin in 2020. The MLA has heard strong support from members for marking vertical lines differently than other states, but concerns have been raised
that DMR’s proposal is too complicated. MLA voiced these concerns at the
DMR public hearing and will send written comments with recommendations
to simplify the proposal. DMR is continuing to test various rope modifications
that would meet a weak rope standard if required under the whale plan. These
include variations of different rope diameters, knot and splice configurations,
and implementing weak devices into rope such as swivels, dogbones or other
weak links. The MLA Board will meet next on November 7 at 5 p.m. at Darby’
in Belfast.
CASCO BAY HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY
NOAA ship Ferdinand R. Hassler is conducting a hydrographic survey on the
Mistaken Ground on the Eastern Approach to Portland from October 15 to
November 15 to update the current nautical chart. The survey will take approximately 12 days (24-hour operation) with a weather window of 30 days.
Ferdinand R. Hassler will be surveying with approximate line
spacing of 400 to 500 meters,
which can be modified on the
fly to avoid gear and address sea
state. NOAA has stated lobster
fishing gear does not need to be
moved. It is understood that a
high density of traps may be in
the area during survey operations. If the vessel runs into gear,
the captain will immediately take action to stop the vessel and clear the lobster
gear from the sonar gear. In previous survey projects, coordination with local
lobstermen allowed NOAA to postpone certain areas of the survey knowing the
lobster traps were to be moved at a later time frame. This coordination works
out well for both survey operations and the lobstermen.
The Ferdinand R. Hassler uses multibeam sonar systems to acquire detailed
data of the bottom, delineating and obtaining least depths of potential hazards
to navigation. The survey operations do not use tow nets, trawl nets, or anything that touches the seafloor. The safety zone around the vessel is generally

will no longer be available after December 31, 2021, when its Congressionallyauthorized term of use expires. If the proposed Isles of Shoals North site is approved as an EPA -designated dredged material disposal site, any proposal to
use this site is subject to approval through a separate disposal permitting process with the Army Corps and EPA, which includes opportunity for the public to
comment. Additional information is available at www.epa.gov/ocean-dumping/
isles-shoals-north-disposal-site.
BAIT — HERRING
The Area 1A fishery will move from zero to two consecutive landing days starting on October 27 for the remainder of period 3, ending on October 31 contingent on the performance of the Canadian weir fishery through October 1.
As outlined in the Atlantic herring specifications, if the New Brunswick weir
fishery catch through October 1 is less than 4,000 mt, then 1,000 mt will be subtracted from the management uncertainty buffer and added to the Area 1A sub-
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ACL by NOAA Fisheries. If NOAA Fisheries has not taken action to increase the
Area 1A sub-ACL by October 22, Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts
will meet via conference call on October 23.
For period 4 (November and December), the Area 1A fishery will have two consecutive landing days per week starting on November 3. The period 4 quota
is 366 mt. The Western Maine and Massachusetts/New Hampshire spawning
areas remain closed through midnight on November 3. Period 4 landings will
be closely monitored and the directed fishery in Area 1A will close when 92%
of the quota is projected to be reached. Fishermen are prohibited from landing
more than 2,000 pounds of Atlantic herring per trip on days out of the fishery
and after the fishery is closed.

Area
1A*
1B
2
3
Total

2019 Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through October 17, 2019
Quota 2019 % 2019 Quota Cumulative
Landed YTD
Catch 2019 YTD

Landings at this
time last year

4,184
628
4,062
5,700
14,574

20,691
2,445
6,700
8,724
38,560

85%
10%
116%
42%
74%

3,555
61
4,722
2,371
10,710

MATINICUS C-MAN BUOY OUTAGE
According the National Data Buoy
Center (NDBC), the C-Man Buoy
equipment at Matinicus Rock
may not be up and running until
spring. The lighthouse is currently
under repair by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the buoy
equipment cannot be reinstalled
until construction is complete.
Repairs on the upper structure of
the lighthouse are not expected to
be complete until late November.
NDBC must redesign the mountPhoto courtesy of newenglandlighthouse.net.
ing for the replacement system on
the new lighthouse structure so
installation of the equipment is not likely until spring when safe and consistent
access to the site is feasible. NDBC has recommended wind and wave forecast
tools to help monitor conditions in the area.
Wind: https://digital.weather.gov/
Wavewatch III model which also has a wind model output: https://polar.ncep.
noaa.gov/waves/product_table.shtml?-u10-multi_1-NE_atlantic-latest.

Challenge continued from page 1

•

Address the outsized role of Canadian fisheries in recent right whale serious injury and mortality.

•

Remedy the disproportionate focus on the Northeast lobster fishery by addressing all U.S. fisheries that contribute to right whale serious injury and
mortality as required under the MMPA and supported by NMFS data.

•

Utilize NOAA’s gear/fishery determinations to: 1) inform the scope of the
rulemaking process, 2) develop assumptions regarding which fisheries are
responsible for unattributed serious injury and mortality and 3) make an
appropriate allocation of unattributed serious injury and mortality between U.S. and Canadian fisheries, and among U.S. fisheries. 4

•

Assess the effectiveness of current Take Reduction Plan (TRP) measures
before and after 2010 including trends in gear/fishery determinations for
those included in the List of Fisheries and focus new measures on areas of
greatest risk.

•

Evaluate the significant geographical shift in right whale distribution since
2010 and adjust risk assessment and management measures as appropriate.

•

Address immediately the risk from U.S. ship strikes which exceeds PBR.

While the corrections MLA seeks do not change the stark reality of a troubling
increase in right whale serious injury and mortality from entanglement in recent years, they indicate the need for substantive changes in the entanglementrelated risks that should be within the scope of the proposed rule.
MLA commends NOAA Fisheries for taking steps to remedy a crucial gear determination error involving a 2016 serious injury from entanglement. Such determinations are immensely important because they form the scientific basis
for risk assessment and inform the development of management measures to
eliminate future entanglement risk. 5 The Agency has made gear/fishery determinations for more than 30% of serious injury and mortality incidents since
2010. While these data are not comprehensive, known cases are the best available data on how to ascribe cases with unknown causes and must guide the
focus of the current rulemaking process.
MLA is also encouraged that its data analysis and related recommendations
will be reviewed and analyzed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The MLA endorses the Agency’s commitment to pursue alternative approaches to compare unattributed serious injury and mortality cases to the characteristics of incidents in which a cause has been attributed. MLA believes such
approaches can be used to allocate risk across gear types and other causes to
reflect current knowledge of where and how right whales face a probability
of harm. MLA also urges NOAA Fisheries to prioritize needed work to refine
and peer review its decision support tool so that the rulemaking process will
benefit from the input of a robust model that can assess the risk resulting from
interactions between whales and all of the various types of fishing gear they
encounter across their range.
Despite this progress, MLA remains opposed to NOAA Fisheries’ decision to
focus the current rulemaking on the Northeast lobster fishery, because it rests
solely on vertical line density and ignores data and analysis that (a) show reduced risk to whales from this fishery after gear configuration and fishing practices were altered and (b) document fishery interactions beyond the Northeast
lobster fishery resulting in serious injury and mortality. MLA’s August 30 letter

explains that the Agency’s data support expansion of the current rulemaking
scope to encompass all fisheries where the risk factors have not yet been successfully mitigated.
MLA continues to work diligently with our members and in close collaboration with Maine’s Department of Marine Resources (DMR) to identify management approaches that are both effective in minimizing risk to whales and proportionate to the risk from Maine fishery gear. The Maine fishery is deployed
across highly variable topography and lobster habitat and is characterized by a
diverse fleet and variable fishing practices across its seven zones, and between
state and federal fishermen. These characteristics influence the range of management options that are practical within the fishery. MLA is dedicated to ensuring that a final rule will take account of the fishery’s unique features and its
ongoing conservation efforts.
MLA believes that NOAA Fisheries’ willingness to address concerns related to
underlying data and analysis lays the groundwork for progress that all stakeholders will welcome. MLA appreciates NOAA Fisheries’ openness to the concerns we raised and willingness to conduct further analyses that address them.
We are eager to contribute to genuine solutions for the recovery of right whales
and look forward to an ongoing constructive dialogue with the Agency and our
fellow stakeholders on the TRT.
Notes to accompany MLA statement
(1)

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) mandates NOAA reduce serious
injury and mortality from commercial fisheries to below Potential Biological
Removal (PBR) in consultation with the TRT. NOAA has additional responsibility under the Endangered Species Act to protect endangered right whales and
their habitat from a broad spectrum of human activities.
(2)

The agreement was based on incomplete data and a faulty presentation of
scientific evidence. It resulted in a disproportionate assignment of risk to the
Northeast lobster fishery that is inconsistent with NOAA Fisheries data and at
odds with the fishery’s record of an 86% improvement since 2010 in adverse
interactions between fishing gear and endangered whales. Confirmed entanglement incidents in lobster gear declined from seven cases prior to 2010 to one
in the period since the Northeast lobster fishery implemented additional whale
protection measures in 2009 and 2014.

(3)

NMFS data from 2013 to 2017, the most recent period to compare SI/M to
PBR, indicates that there was 1 serious injury (pro-rated at .52) and two mortalities (including one female) attributed to U.S. ship strikes. NMFS issued incidental take permits in November 2018 for seismic testing and approved permits for seismic surveys along the Atlantic coast.

(4)

NOAA assigned 50% of the unattributed SI/M to the U.S. and 50% to Canada.
NOAA gear determination data indicate that Canada accounts for 22% of these
incidents and the U.S. 4% (the U.S. incident did not occur in Maine gear). NOAA
assigned all U.S. unattributed SI/M to the Northeast lobster fishery even though
NOAA data indicate the Northeast trap/pot fishery accounts for 0%, netting accounts for 4% and Canadian snow crab 22%.

(5)

NMFS has used gear and fishery determinations as the basis of the MMPA’s
List of Fisheries and the scope of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
(TRP) since its inception. Serious injury and mortality data dictate the management mandate to reduce these cases to below PBR for each fishery.

Page 10 | LANDINGS | November 2019

H

Fr

“Lobsters
Lobsters Love To Get Under Our Skin”
Skin

PIG HIDE
BAIT

Free Delivery,
Unlimited Supply
1st Rate Service

10 minutes.
In cold water, that’s how long you have to rescue your crewman
before they lose the ability to keep their head above water.
Keep yourself safe, keep your crewmembers safe.
The clock’s ticking without a lifejacket.

Lobster & Crab Bait
Lobstab8@gmail.com
207-394-4343
314 Hudson Rd.
Alton, ME 04468

3 With more than 10 years in business and
over 150,000+ buckets sold, 1st Rate Bait knows
H[DFWO\ZKDW¿VKHUPHQUHTXLUHDQGSURYLGHVDIXOO\
SDFNHGTXDOLW\FRQVLVWHQWSURGXFWHYHU\WLPH

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay
207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Lee Fisher has been a leading provider of quality commercial
fishing supply in the US since 1982.

Lobster Trap Accessories
FallOctober
sale
2019
Special

Corner Gard
$ 0.45 ea

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Price (Dz.)
1-1/2” Mesh
1” Mesh Orange,
Yellow
Blue, Yellow
$ 9.50
$ 9.60
$ 9.80
$ 9.95
$ 10.00
$ 10.20
$ 10.50
$ 10.80
$ 11.50
$ 12.00
$ 14.25
$ 15.00
$ 16.00
$ 16.80

Size

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

7”
8”
9”
10”
12”
14”
16”

• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Lobster Escape
Vent
$ 0.70 ea

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
For other commercial fishing, crabbing, and lobster supplies.
Prices Good Through November 30, 2019

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

H

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water
FOHDQXS5HG2UDQJH<HOORZ*UHHQ%OXH%ODFNRU:KLWH
Search# HM-LBP

HAMILTON

$

MARINE
NOW STOCKING!

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait

SAVE

See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

3KWKDODWHIUHHIDEULF
ORZHQYLURQPHQWDO
LPSDFW
STaRTING AT

90 ea

Search# HHN-70

Fish Baskets

Lobster Crate

3ODVWLFZLWKKDQGOHVDQG
KROHV$SSUR[LPDWHO\ 1
EXVKHOFDSDFLW\

Soft Toe Green, Sizes 5-14

$

:[/[+
$OOSODVWLFFRQVWUXFWLRQ
OEVFDSDFLW\
7ZRSLHFHOLG

USCG APPROVED

$

3136ea

Adult Universal
Order# 748930

$

149 ea

Orange

NEW!

SAVE

30

$

<HDU1RQ+D]0DWEDWWHU\<HDUZDUUDQW\ZLWKDVWDLQOHVV
VWHHODQWHQQDFKDQQHO*36UHFHLYHU
0+]KRPLQJWUDQVPLWWHUDQGVROLG
VWDWHVWUREHOLJKW86&**0'66$SSURYHG

Cat II Manual GPS Cat I Auto GPS
Order# 772515

Order# 772514

$

$

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

49495ea

5799ea

USCG APPROVED

USCG APPROVED

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

Adult Universal Cold
Water Immersion Suit

+LJKYLVLELOLW\\HOORZLQŴDWDEOH
UHPRYDEOHKHDGSLOORZIDFHPDVN
PLWWVDQGDQNOHDGMXVWPHQWV$UPV
DUHDUWLFXODWHGIRUHDVLHUGRQQLQJ
.17$8
Order# 753274

$

7KUHHƓQJHUHGPLWW5HWURUHŴHFWLYHWDSH:LGHOHJVIRUHDV\
GRQQLQJ6QXJƓWWLQJIDFHVHDO

25999ea

596$
$
Order# 743829

closed cooling system!

26999ea

WAYNE HAMILTON’S

FREE HEAT from your engine’s NEW!
$YDLODEOHLQ
ŴXVKPRXQWRU
GXFWHGPRGHOV
28,000 to
%78V
Search# MH-

Order#
763277
769870
763278
769871

+0//2%&5$7(
Order# 158132

Order# 118243

406 MHz EPIRBs with GPS

41868ea

$

Order# 763280

USCG Approved Type V
with Type II Performance
Full 35 lbs buoyancy!
$
99 5HJ
&RORU
Order#
%OXH/LJKW*UD\ 773535
2UDQJH*UD\
773536

1999ea

Green

Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFD

Type I Life Vest
62/$6JUDGHUHŴHFWLYH
WDSH/LJKWORRSDQG
ZKLVWOHDWWDFKPHQW

'HVFULSWLRQ
PP7LHU
PP7LHU
PP7LHU
PP7LHU

6ROGLQ)WFRLOV)RU
XVHLQPXVVHOIDUPLQJ
$4&)5%.
Order# 763256

2LODQGVOLSUHVLVWDQWVROH$GMXVWDEOHQ\ORQVQRZ
FXII,QVXODWLQJOLQHU:DWHUSURRIFRQVWUXFWLRQ
5DWHGWR|)

Search#
CNK-3550

Storm Jacket
& Bib Pants NEW!

Order#
761648
761649
761650

$TXDFXOWXUH
lantern nets, for
XVHLQVFDOORS
IDUPLQJ

13" Chinook BadAxe Boots

51 PR
Steel Toe Black, Sizes 5-15
$
55 PR

+0/+,'(%$,7
Order# 740935

Length




Lantern Nets

1/2" Black
Fuzzy Rope

6WDLQOHVVVWHHOZLUH
6ROGE\WKHSDFN

Size
Small, 8/0
Medium, 10/0
Large, 12/0

SCAN THIS QR CODE!

Search#
CNK-3500

BY THE
PALLET!

$

1499qt $4999gal

Long Line Snaps

CHOICE!

LED Searchlights
316 stainless steel
KRXVLQJ99

49535ea
$
82255ea

5-3/4" Diameter $
Order# 772198

7" Diameter
Order# 772355

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE

All discounts apply to current store prices. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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FRESH BAIT

AQUAMESH®

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

MADE IN THE USA
by Riverdale Mills

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

SINCE 1907

AMERICA’S WIRE MESH COMPANY
1.800.762.6374 • sales@riverdale.com • www.riverdale.com

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2019
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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MLA Legal Defense Fund:
ϐ
ϐǨ 
Ǥ

Make a donation today.
Thank you!
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________

NOW AVAILABLE IN
YELLOW /BLACK

City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________

Yes! I’d like to donate!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’
$100.00
No amount
$50.00
is too small!
$25
Other amount: _____________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’

ISOMAX Jacket

Mail: 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043
Online at www.mainelobstermen.org

X--TRAPPER
Bib Trousers

WWW.GUYCOTTENUSA.COM

MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL
MaRKETING TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN
Throughout the year, the MLMC has been creating content to appeal
to supply chain buyers. With photos, videos, fact sheets, webinars,
podcasts and other content in place, we are running a robust digital
adver tising campaign targeting seafood buyers. We are continually
evaluating the success of different ad creative and media channels to
make the program as effective and efficient as possible.

MAINE LOBSTER AND RIGHT WHALES
The MLMC is continuing to monitor media coverage of right whale
protections and to proactively share key messages about the
industr y’s conser vation effor ts in traditional and social media. Our
issues management team also has communications plans in place in
the event of increased public scrutiny of the issue.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick
thwick & Mariners Insurance
Insurance
h ME
E -- Discounted
Di
d vessell insurance
i
Falmouth,
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no lay up period,
discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and more!
Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait

B & S Bait
Cherryfield, ME -- $100 off per pallet of pig
hide (must show current MLA card). 207-6644266
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Newspapers

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at these
¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
Hotel
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)
Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA
when booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Lobster & Seafood

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

Propellers

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- 5% off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 R൵QHZOLIHUDIW
SXUFKDVHZ0/$FDUGRUFXUUHQW0DLQH
&)FDUGZZZFKDVHOHDYLWWFRP
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person at
WKHER[RIÀFH,QIRDWZZZPDLQHOREVWHUPHQRUJ
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products, excluding MRP products

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.

BAIT DEALERS

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members

B&S Bait
Blake Smith
17 Smith Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
207-664-4266
bandsbait2018@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket when buying 36
buckets or more

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com
GIFTS

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Our Thanksgiving
JRHVRXW
WRDOORXUPHPEHUVDQGVXSSRUWHUV.
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NEW MODEL PREDICTS DOWNTURN IN LOBSTER LANDINGS
By Melissa Waterman
Lobstermen may see a decline in their lobster landings in the near future, according to a study published in the journal Ecological Applications in October.
The lead author of the paper, titled “The cresting wave: larval settlement and
ocean temperatures predict change in the American lobster harvest,” is Noah
Oppenheim, now executive director of The Institute for Fishery Resources in
California, and former graduate student of University of Maine Lobster Institute
director Richard Wahle, a co-author.
The study draws on a computer model based on data from the American Lobster
Settlement Index, an annual survey of juvenile lobsters at 62 near-shore sites
from Rhode Island to New Brunswick, Canada. The forecasts cited in the study
are based on an improved version of a model which incorporated local bottom
temperatures and the prevalence of diseases, such as shell disease, with the
settlement data. “On the strength of these analyses, we project landings within
the next decade to decline to near historical levels in the Gulf of Maine and
no recovery in the south [New England],” the authors stated. Specifically, the
study predicts that landings will fall 20% to 40% in the next four to five years in
much of eastern Maine, and by more than 90% in eastern Penobscot Bay.

54oF. where young lobsters typically settle after completing their larval stages.
But a second paper, “The brighter side of climate change: How local oceanography amplified a lobster boom in the Gulf of Maine”which came out in the journal Global Change Biology this month, suggests that as the Gulf has warmed,
the extent of underwater habitat suitable for young lobsters has expanded. In
eastern Maine, where strong tides churn warm surface water down to the seafloor, there are more deep-water places where a young lobster can settle down
and thrive.
“... We argue that ocean warming drove a northeastward [lobster] population
surge in the Gulf resulting from an expansion of the area of seabed across a
biologically important thermal threshold for larval settlement. We suggest this
northeastward expansion largely contributed to the historic six-fold increase
in lobster harvests that has elevated the fishery to its high national ranking in
value,” the paper’s authors, one of whom is Wahle, stated.

Such a decline would come as a shock to many lobstermen who have pursued
their livelihood during two decades when lobster landings in Maine jumped
dramatically. Up until 1990, Maine lobstermen landed around 20 million
pounds each year. After that year, the figure began to climb: 30 million pounds
in 1991; 50 million in 1999; 80 million pounds in 2009; 132 million pounds in
2016; 119 million pounds in 2018. A drop of 20% to 40% would have far-reaching economic impacts throughout Downeast Maine.
“No one expects lobster landings to continue to increase forever,” said Patrice
McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association. “But you
have to put this study into a broader context. The Settlement Index may not
be capturing everything because it is conducted very close to shore and the
state’s other lobster monitoring surveys, including the ventless trap and trawl
surveys, have not detected a decline.”
Lobstermen are still seeing many juvenile lobsters in their traps. That could be
due to the upward climb in water temperatures throughout the Gulf of Maine.
The Settlement Index sites are in shallow areas in water temperatures above

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

As the Gulf of Maine has warmed, habitat suitable for juvenile
lobsters has expanded into deeper water while settlement has declined
in nearshore areas. MLMC photo.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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OFFSHORE HERRING SPAWNING CLOSURES
UNDER CONSIDERATION BY NEFMC
By MLA staff
In September the New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) initiated a framework action to amend its Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan
in order to protect spawning herring offshore
in Herring Management Areas 1B, 2 and 3.
The framework action is part of the NEFMC’s
efforts to protect spawning herring on Georges
Bank. In preparation for this action, the Council
contracted with the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute (GMRI) in May to interview industry
participants and to review historical and current scientific research and previous management actions in the region. Drawing on data
from Maine and Massachusetts, GMRI identified where important spawning areas were
most likely to occur. Herring fishermen, however, noted that herring spawning areas tend to
be too variable to lock down specific locations
and periods in any given year.

The Council reviewed a working draft of the resulting discussion document
which indicated that more data were needed to evaluate the various alternatives for the framework action. Portside sampling will be considered, as well as
enhanced collection of spawning data by the at-sea monitoring program. The
document also noted that the herring stock
is currently at low abundance; therefore, research conducted now may not be representative of spawning behavior when the herring
population is larger.
The Council voted that a range of alternatives
be developed and analyzed, including spawning closures around the northern flank of
Georges Bank, west of the Great South Channel,
and along the northern edge of Georges Bank;
spawning closure durations during September
and October of 4 weeks, 6 weeks or 8 weeks;
restrictions on all gear types fishing for herring or all vessels possessing more than 2,000
pounds of herring. The Council will be analyzing these alternatives throughout 2020.

Protecting offshore spawning herring is a Council
priority in 2020. MLMC photo.

NMFS to Implement Amendment 8 to Herring Management Plan
In October 2018, the New England Fishery Management Council voted to
adopt Amendment 8 to the herring management plan. The Council’s actions included setting a new control rule (catch limit) for herring resulting
in a significant reduction in herring quota. The Council also approved a ban
of midwater trawlers inside a 12nm buffer from the shore. The NMFS reduced the 2019 quota through an interim action while Amendment 8 slowly
chugs its way through the federal rulemaking process.
The Council began development of Amendment 8 in 2015 with the goals of
addressing:

(1) the role of herring within the ecosystem, including its role as forage;
(2) stabilizing the fishery at a level designed to achieve optimum yield;
(3) addressing localized depletion in inshore waters.
The NMFS is in the process of formally adopting the Council’s
recommendations through federal rulemaking. Comments are
due November 25. FMI: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/09/2019-21712/magnuson-stevens-fishery-conservationand-management-act-provisions-fisheries-of-the-northeastern.

Oppenheim continued from page 3

Our organization has long argued that finfish aquaculture must be held to the
same high environmental standards as commercial fisheries. That means, first
and foremost, eliminating negative impacts on fish stocks and the marine environment. Innovative approaches in recirculating aquaculture systems are
common and there’s quite a bit of energy focused on making these systems
better (rightfully so). True closed loop recirculatory systems ensure that no
waste leaves the product cycle and removes the need for close proximity to
marine ecosystems. Some closed loop systems have found ways to use nutrient
byproducts for other uses. For example, experimental efforts are underway to
capture methane byproducts of fish waste for use as fuel to power circulation
pumps, limiting overall environmental impact and reducing energy usage. One
sturgeon farm in California has figured out how to use fish waste to fuel the
growth of another product — butter lettuce.
California’s fishing communities, consumers, and state agencies will make
high demands of finfish aquaculture producers if they’re going to be welcomed
into the complex seafood industry landscape here. Maine can certainly do the
same.

Ask For
Electric Clutches
SHAFT OR V-BELT DRIVEN MARINE CLUTCHES

Adaptable, Dependable…
Easy to Install & Maintain
• 75 to 1500 lbs. ft
• 12 or 24 VDC power supply
• Zinc plated – meets ASTM
B-117 salt spray test
• SAE pump mount options available
PITTS Authorized Dealer:

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com • 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Take steps to prevent a stroke
By Melissa Waterman
Last year my 80-year-old mother had a stroke. While washing her face one
morning, cells in her brain’s right hemisphere gave way. Blood flooded the area.
Immediately her left side collapsed as messages from the nerves in her legs
and arms found no reception. The EMTs transported her to the hospital, and
from there to Maine Medical where she spent a week in the Critical Care Unit,
then a month in a Portland rehabilitation hospital followed by three months
in a skilled nursing facility. Today, 18 months later, she is in a wheelchair most
hours of the day. Her left arm remains useless. A life lived at high speed has
slowed to a crawl.
My mother suffered a hemorrhagic stroke, sudden bleeding in the brain. The
much more common form of stroke is ischemic stroke, when a blockage in the
brain or in the neck starves the brain of blood. The blockage can come from a
clot in the brain’s or neck’s blood vessels, movement of a clot from another part
of the body to the brain, or severe narrowing of an artery leading to or located
within the brain. The lack of circulating blood carrying vital oxygen kills the
brain’s cells.

A stroke may be caused by a clot, as in this
image, or by uncontrolled bleeding, called a
hemorrhagic stroke. CNN image.

Strokes are not uncommon among Americans;
the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) note that
stroke is the fifth-mostcommon cause of death
in the country, accounting for 140,000 deaths
per year. Many other
people, like my mother,
survive and must live
with the effects of a
stroke, some 795,000
each year.

Finally, if you smoke, stop. Smoking thickens the blood and increases the
amount of plaque buildup in the arteries thus increasing the risk of clots forming. Even those who don’t smoke but are exposed to secondhand smoke have
an increased risk of a stroke. Other lifestyle changes that improve your chances
of avoiding a stroke can be found at www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/
stroke/symptoms-causes/syc-20350113.
It’s also important to recognize the signs of a stroke. Today there are drugs
that, if administered within three hours of an ischemic stroke, can break up the
clot and reduce the long-term damage to the brain. So noticing when a stroke
may be taking place can be crucial to a person’s recovery.
According to the CDC, if you think someone you know is having a stroke, do
the following (FAST):
Face. Ask the person to smile. Does one side of the face droop?
Arms. Ask the person to raise both arms. Does one arm drift downward? Or
is one arm unable to rise up?
Speech. Ask the person to repeat a simple phrase. Is his or her speech
slurred or strange?
Time. If you observe any of these signs, call 911 immediately.
Having a stroke destroys not only part of your brain but also the life you have
created for yourself. You can’t know the future but you can certainly make an
effort to avoid the devastating damage a stroke may cause you and your family.

It’s an ominous thought,
that at some moment
your brain cells may hemorrhage or the brain itself may starve for lack of oxygen. As you get older the chances of a stroke increase. But even younger people
may be susceptible to stroke, particularly if other members of their family have
had one.
Yet there are certain steps that you can take to prevent a stroke no matter your
age or family history. According to the Harvard Medical School, chief among
them is making sure that you do not have high blood pressure. High blood pressure can double or even quadruple the risk for stroke in both men and women;
treating high blood pressure is critical for preventing a stroke. In order to do
so, the Harvard Medical School recommends reducing the salt in your diet to
no more than 1,500 milligrams a day (about a half teaspoon); getting at least
30 minutes of exercise each day; and quitting smoking, if you smoke. Another
important action you can take to reduce the threat of stroke is to lose weight.
Even a loss of ten pounds can have an effect on blood pressure and lessen the
risk of diabetes.

E  
 

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

)/2$7
523(
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523(

An ischemic stroke occurs when a clot blocks blood from flowing throughout the
brain. One of the sources of such a clot is the heart. Atrial fibrillation is an irregular and often rapid heart rate, according to the Mayo Clinic. During atrial fibrillation, the heart’s two upper chambers (the atria) beat chaotically and irregularly,
out of coordination with the two lower chambers (the ventricles). Symptoms of
atrial fibrillation include heart palpitations, shortness of breath and weakness.
Blood clots can form in the upper chambers of the heart when the blood moves
irregularly; those clots can then travel to the brain, producing a stroke. Atrial
fibrillation increases your risk of stroke fivefold and should be treated seriously.

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
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New England Propeller
All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss
Phone: 603.300.2846
or 603.300.2849
Phone: 603.300.2849
Email:
Email:info@bessybait.com
info@bessybait.com

Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

www.bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers

Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Approved
Maine Labeling

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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In the
NEWS
TALBOT PROMOTED TO NEW POSITION
Matthew Talbot, an 18-year veteran with the Maine
Marine Patrol, was promoted in October to the
newly created rank of Captain. “This is a position
that will be responsible for oversight and coordination of a broad array of critically important Marine
Patrol functions,” said Colonel Jay Carroll. “Captain
Talbot’s experience, personal initiative, and proven
track record of success as a Marine Patrol Officer
and leader make him an excellent choice for this
new position.” Talbot will be responsible for all
activities within Marine Patrol’s Special Services
Division, which includes the Underwater Recovery
Team, the Maritime Security Team, the Firearms
Team, and the Whale Disentanglement Team. He
Newly-appointmed
will also oversee and manage technology, includCaptain Talbot.
ing cell phones, computers, radios, navigation
DMR photo.
software, and databases. He will supervise Marine
Patrol’s Central Fleet service which maintains all
Marine Patrol vehicles and will oversee maintenance and operations of Marine
Patrol’s aircraft and watercraft fleet.
STONINGTON CENTER WINS 3-YEAR PENOBSCOT RIVER
GRANT
The Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries (MCCF) was awarded a three-year
$207,355 grant by NOAA’s Office of Habitat Conservation for research testing
the effects of restoring fish passage in the Penobscot River on groundfish diet.
The grant will support analysis of fish samples collected during the annual
Sentinel Survey that MCCF leads in partnership with fishermen, the University
of Maine, and The Nature Conservancy. The MCCF started the Sentinel Survey
in 2010 with partial funding from NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries Science Center,
using longline and jigs to survey groundfish abundance from Penobscot Bay to
Canada.

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ
Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

BIGGEST OBJECT CREATED BY 3-D PRINTER UNVEILED IN
ORONO
In October, the University
of Maine launched introduced
a
25-foot,
2-1/2-ton boat made
at
the
University’s
Advanced Structures and
Composites Center. The
Center’s giant printer
used material composed
of plastic and wood cellulose to create the recordbreaking vessel over three
days in September.

Making its way into the record books,
3Dirigo is introduced to the public. Photo
courtesy of Maine Public.

The boat was named
the 3Dirigo. A Guinness
World Records official certified three records: the world’s largest polymer
3-D printer, largest 3-D printed boat and largest solid 3-D printed item. The
printer cost $2.5 million, but the machinery, along with funds for installation,
research and development and other costs, was covered by the U.S. Army and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The technique holds promise in Maine,
where wood cellulose is plentiful. The printer also can be used to make molds
that boatbuilders can use when they make yachts and other watercraft,
speeding construction time.
NOAA ELEVATES RIGHT WHALES TO “SPECIES IN THE
SPOTLIGHT”
NOAA Fisheries announced its latest comprehensive report on Recovering
Threatened and Endangered Species FY 2017-2018 and noted that it had added
the North Atlantic right whale to the Species in the Spotlight. As part of the
Species in the Spotlight campaign, NOAA Fisheries will develop a five-year action plan to build upon existing recovery and conservation plans and detail the
focused efforts needed over the next 5 years to reduce threats and stabilize the
North Atlantic right whale population decline. This will also allow NOAA to focus discretionary funds, when available, to support identified recovery efforts.
NOAA also published “Ten things you should know about right whales,” which
can be found at www.fisheries.noaa.gov.
LOBSTER SEASON A “MIXED BAG” THUS FAR
In late October, Department of Marine Resources Commissioner Patrick
Keliher told the American Lobster Management Board, a board of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission, that as of the end of September, Maine
lobstermen had landed less than
50 million pounds of lobster, 40%
less than what had been landed by
September 2018, according to an article in the Portland Press Herald.
However, many lobstermen remain confident that the season will
end profitably. Jake Thompson of
Vinalhaven said his catch was 25%
to 30% less this summer, but has rePhoto courtesy of Portland Press Herald.
turned to normal this fall, according
to the article. “I’m making about a
dollar more a pound than this time last year,” Thompson reported.
John Drouin of Cutler delayed lobstering this spring because he did not think
the volume of lobster he would catch would offset the cost of bait. Drouin said
he is doing well on both volume and value in October. He still has seven weeks
left in his typical fishing season and hopes to make up in price now what he
lost in volume earlier.
“It’s definitely been a mixed bag for lobstermen this year,” said Patrice
McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, said in
the article. “While landings have been slow everywhere, stronger prices have
helped to offset some of the loss of volume for many fishermen. And the slow
pace of landings has lightened demand for bait so we seem to have dodged the
worst of the anticipated bait crisis. There have been reports of a few good runs
of lobster along the coast this fall, so we are hoping for a strong finish to the
season.”
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You can find more information, links, and photos at www.mainelobstermen.org.
November 4
DMR whale plan meeting, 5 p.m., The Grand
theater, Ellsworth.

November 14-15
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium, USM,
South Portland. FMI: www.narwc.org.

November 4-8
Gulf of Maine International Symposium, Westin
Hotel, Portland.

November 19

November 5
DMR whale plan meeting, 5 p.m., Medomak
Middle School gym, Waldoboro.

Aquaculture Lease Hearing, Mussel Bound
Incorporated, 5 p.m., Mt. Desert Town Hall.

November 6
DMR whale plan meeting, 5 p.m., South Portland
High School auditorium, South Portland.
Aquaculture Lease Hearing, Sea Stuff, LLC, 5
p.m., Chebeague Island Hall Community Center.
November 7
MLA Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.
November 13
Ropeless Fishing Meeting, USM, South Portland.
FMI: www.ropeless.org.

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative board
meeting, 1 p.m., Island Institute, Rockland.

November 25
Comments due to NMFS on Herring Amendment
8. FMI: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/09/2019-21712/magnuson-stevens-fishery-conservation-and-management-actprovisions-fisheries-of-the-northeastern.
December 3-5
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Hotel Viking, Newport.
December 4
MLA Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.

Aquaculture Lease Hearing, Jason and Molly
Hooper, High Island, 5 p.m.; second hearing
for site off Little Green Island, 6 p.m., South
Thomaston Town Office.

THE MLA’S STEADFAST BUSINESS MEMBERS: Bessy Bait, Seabrook, NH
By Melissa Waterman
Chuck Baker knows leather.
After more than 40 years working at
two leather processing chemical companies and traveling the world on company business, Baker, 70, and his son
“Scooter,” 44, a New Hampshire lobsterman, decided to venture into the lobster
bait business drawing on what Chuck had in-depth knowledge about: cowhide. “My father used his
connections in the leather industry to start the business,” Scooter recounted. “We get the hide from
Central America where they use salt, no biocides. It’s an environmentally friendly product.”

“We are an MLA business member because we want to
support the industry and to advertise our products. The
MLA is a steady organization,” Scooter said.
Revenues have gone up and down year by year based on
how the lobster fishery does each year, which Scooter
takes with shrug. “This was a slow year. It goes in cycles,”
he said. With just himself and his father as employees, he’s
not worried. Bessy Bait will stay the course as a stable supplier of that which every lobsterman needs, reliable bait.

Chuck and Scooter started out as so many businessmen do, offering the cowhide lobster bait as
samples to local lobstermen. Cowhide bait is used in the New England lobster fishery because
it lasts longer in the water and is resistant to sea fleas. However, in 2006, the Maine Department

“We are an MLA business member because we want to
support the industry and to advertise our products. The MLA
is a steady organization.”
of Marine Resources banned the use of hide with hair remaining on it. In 2016, the Department
further required that alternative baits, such as cowhide, be labeled with an ingredient list that included the chemicals used to strip the hair from the hide.
With his background in the leather industry, Chuck knew exactly what he wanted: a hairless piece of
leather with a certain amount of flesh left on and no chemical treatments. “Our product is thicker than
others. We worked with suppliers to make sure it’s just cowhide, salt and water,” Scooter explained.
Fishing for lobsters with cowhide isn’t for everyone, Scooter admits. “The guys that do use it swear
by it. Others are still not sure,” he said. The breakthrough for the company came when Brooks Trap
Mill, based in Thomaston, Maine, decided to offer Bessy Bait’s products. Sales increased. Today, the
company has approximately 20 large accounts throughout Maine and Massachusetts, and many
smaller customers. “We sell in five-gallon buckets and 30-gallon barrels,” Scooter said. “Lots of our
customers are recreational lobstermen. They only haul on the weekends, so our bait is perfect. It
lasts up to two weeks in a trap.”
Chuck stepped back from the business three years ago due to health issues, though he continues to
keep the company’s books. Scooter took over the day-to-day operations.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888
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The best things in life are
shared with others.

The holidays are near.
Get MLA swag
for yourself and
for someone you love.

www.mainelobstermen.org/shop or 207-967-4555

Legal Defense Fund
MLA has hired a powerhouse attorney to join our team to
VWUHQJWKHQRXUÀJKWIRUWKHIXWXUHRIWKH0DLQHOREVWHU
industry! :LWK\RXUVXSSRUWRXUOHJDOWHDPZLOO
• Fight against a 60% risk reduction for Maine lobstermen
• Reject that New England lobstermen are solely responsible for U.S.
entanglements
• +ROG&DQDGDDFFRXQWDEOH for its role in the recent right whale
deaths
• Demand that NMFS do its job to protect right whales using the best
available science
• Stay active in ongoing court cases which seek more stringent
whale rules

I’m donating to save the industry!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’
$100.00
Please
give generously!
$50.00
$25.00
Other amount: _____________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043

Donate Now!
Protect your future!
Make a donation today.
Online. By phone. By mail.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555

Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
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Become a member today!
Membership matters for your future & the future of the lobster industry.
Ƥ

  

Ȉ Ǧǣa round-up of lobster news
& a snapshot of the lobster, bait, and
fuel prices for the entire coast

Tơ  

Ȉ  
Ȉ  and  
Ȉ   trainings
ƤǤ
Ȉ  to elect the
 Ǥ

Ǥ  Ǩ
• Lobster boat racing coverage
• Ǧ
ǢǦ 
•    Ƥ ͝
•   ƬǦƬ
• Coverage for Loss of Earnings
• Coverage of older and wooden vessels

Ȉ  ơ 


Ƥ 
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Join online today at www.mainelobstermen.org/membership

MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner :tee-shirt size __________ $350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa MasterCard Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Contributions:
 
Donation
$__________
 Ǥǯ
Legal Defense Fund $__________
   
Please send separate check payable to MLA
Legal Defense Fund
ơ ƤǤ ƤǤ 
a donation to  ǤǤǤ
 ǣ

 ǣ
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MAINE ARTIST PAINTS PORTRAIT OF LOBSTER FISHERY
By Elisabeth Maxwell
After being accepted at the Rhode
Island School of Design in Providence,
Rhode Island, Abe Goodale took a
different path: he spent many years
traveling around the world. Through
his travels, the great-great-grandson
of artist Charles Dana Gibson learned
to appreciate hard work and the importance of a personal connection
with nature. After these experiences,
Goodale returned home to focus on
his connection to Maine. His latest series of paintings highlights one of the
hardest-working industries in the state
and is a “tip of the hat,” as he puts it, to
Maine lobstermen.
Goodale grew up on a sheep farm in
Montville but spent a lot of time near
the water. He had never worked on a
“Horizons”
“H
i
”
lobster boat until doing research for
his painting series. He doesn’t claim to
be a part of the industry but does feel a connection to it through the people he
has known throughout his life. For his project, Goodale wanted to focus on the
fishermen themselves. “We [artists] only paint the flat water, the sunset, the lobster boat on the mooring. And for me that certainly is not the lobster industry.
[Fishing] is extremely hard work and not always pretty,” he explained.
As an artist, Goodale’s goal is to capture what it feels like to be on the water.
Looking at his paintings, it is as if you are standing on the deck yourself. In some
paintings a corner of the pilothouse or a box of bait is shown, but most of the
focus is on the faces and movements of the lobstermen.
There are layers of meaning within Goodale’s work. To create this series, he used
a monochromatic palette of watercolor paints, which is a medium known to be
challenging. Much as the ocean moves at its own rhythm, watercolors cannot be
tamed – only coaxed to create a desired effect. Watercolor paintings usually have
a very soft and abstract appearance, yet Goodale was able to create sharp detail
within each painting, reflecting his talent and patience with each piece.

An even more obvious link between the paintings and the ocean is his use of salt.
When paired with watercolor paints, salt causes unique patterns and designs.
Goodale commented that the work he did
on these paintings in his studio is nothing
compared to the lifetime of work that some
spend on the water. Each piece pays tribute
to the grit and strong work ethic of lobstermen and honors the industry as a whole.
When beginning his series, Goodale made a
decision to specifically target the older generation of lobstermen who had been working on the water for 40, 50, even 60 years.
“In a hundred or two hundred years from
now, I want these paintings to be a lasting
representation of an era,” he said. “I admire
the older ways of working, without the reliance on technology.” His paintings are a
form of documentation of how lobstermen
approach their work and day-to-day life
during a time when the industry is changing. “I was with a guy who fishes solo, an
old-timer, and he was calculating out that
he was the fifth or sixth generation fishing
those exact waters. And to go out with him
in the fog, without any modern equipment,
and have him reflect on what it felt like for
him to be fishing the waters that he knew
people before him in his lineage had fished,
for me that was incredible,” Goodale said.

“Gray Days”

For Goodale, one of his high points was
when lobstermen he went out with came to the opening show at Archipelago,
the Island Institute’s gallery in Rockland. One of the greatest successes of the
project happened when a lobsterman walked up to him and said, “You nailed
it. This is what it feels like to be on the water.”
Goodale’s current project centers on the wooden boat-building industry. He
welcomes comments, especially from those who are a part of the lobster industry. Goodale can be contacted directly by email at abegoodale@gmail.
com. His work is available at www.abegoodale.com.
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